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Nationalism thus becomes ‘the privileged domain of the eruption of enjoyment
into the social field.” The ‘national Cause’ is then cleverly related to Lacan’s
concept of ‘the Thing’, which is closely linked with the concept of jouissance; it is
itself a materialization of jouissance.
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"What 1s at stake in ethnic tensions is always the possession of the national Thing:
the ‘other’ wants to steal our enjoyment (by ruining our ‘way of life”) and/or it has
access to some secret, perverse enjoyment. In short, what gets on our nerves, what
really bothers us about the ‘other,’ is the peculiar way he organizes his enjoyment.
In short, what gets on our nerves, what really bothers us about the ‘other,’ is the
peculiar way he organizes his enjoyment. ( Slavoj Zizek : 22) "
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