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"If nation states are widely conceded to be 'new' and 'historical’ the nations to which they give
political expression aleays loom out of an immemorial past, and, still more important, glide into
a limitless future. It is the magic of nationalism to turn chance into destiny. With Debray we
might say "Yes, it is quite accidental that | am born French, but after all, France is eternal”
(Anderson, 1983, p.12)
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"All nationalisms have a metaphysical dimension, for they all are driven by an ambition to
realise their intrinsic essence in some specific and tangible form. The form may be a political
structure or a literary tradition (1990 p."
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